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ECHO Program update on seasonal initiatives

Good afternoon,
As we begin the fourth month of our 2022 season of voluntary underwater noise reduction
measures, we are pleased to see continued strong participation rates –– as high as 99%! –– in our
voluntary initiatives to support the recovery of southern resident killer whales.
We thank all large commercial ship operators and tug operators who continue to voluntarily slow
down or stay distanced in key areas of southern resident killer whale critical habitat in Haro Strait,
Boundary Pass, Swiftsure Bank, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Your continued support and
participation in these efforts to reduce the impacts of shipping on at-risk whales is greatly
appreciated, as whales continue to be sighted throughout the ECHO Program’s slowdown and
lateral displacement areas. Thankfully, at this time, no whales have been sighted near the site of the

sunken fishing boat, which spilled fuel near San Juan Island on August 13, 2022.
Participation rates in our voluntary initiatives are outlined below. Each table lists the percentage of
participating ship transits, as well as the number of participating ship transits out of all ship transits,
in parentheses.

Swiftsure Bank inbound and outbound slowdown trial

Large commercial vessel operators have maintained strong participation rates in the inbound and
outbound slowdown at Swiftsure Bank, with a cumulative participation rate of 80%. Thank you to all
participating ship operators and partners for your continued efforts to reduce underwater noise in
this key foraging area for the southern resident killer whales.

Haro Strait and Boundary Pass slowdown

The cumulative participation rate in the Haro Strait and Boundary Pass slowdown has remained
strong at 94%. We thank all participating ship operators and the BC Coast Pilots for their efforts to
maintain this impressively high participation rate over the last twelve weeks.

Lateral displacement in the Strait of Juan de Fuca
The cumulative participation rate in the Strait of Juan de Fuca lateral displacement has increased by
one per cent –– to 99% –– since our last report on participation. Thank you to all tug operators who
have helped achieve these record-breaking participation rates this year!

Whale sighting highlight

On Sunday, August 21, five Bigg’s killer whales, identified as members of the T124A2s and
T124A4s, travelled in the outbound shipping lane towards Boiling Reef, where they spent part of the
day hunting for seals.
Photo: Lauren Laturnus

Stay up to date on the ECHO Program
Throughout the season, we will continue to share bi-weekly newsletter updates on participation
rates in the ECHO Program's voluntary initiatives, and other relevant news. If you were forwarded
this email and would like to subscribe, click here.
If you have any questions about the ECHO Program and its 2022 voluntary initiatives, please email
us at echo@portvancouver.com.
Best regards,
The ECHO Program
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