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ECHO Program update on seasonal initiatives

Good morning,
More than one month into the ECHO Program's 2022 season, we are pleased to see increasingly
strong participation rates in the program's voluntary underwater noise reduction measures.
Tug operators have achieved a perfect 100% participation rate in the voluntary lateral displacement
in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, while large commercial ship operators have participated at rates of
over 90% in the Haro Strait and Boundary Pass slowdown, and at nearly 80% in the Swiftsure Bank
voluntary ship slowdown trial.
We thank all participants for their efforts to achieve such a strong start to the season – particularly
as significant numbers of southern resident killer whales have been observed, both visually and
acoustically, throughout the area. Many other whales, such as humpbacks and transients, have also
been consistently observed in the slowdown areas since June 1.

Below, please find participation rates for each of our voluntary initiatives. Each table breaks down
the percentage of participating ship transits, as well as the number of ship transits that participated
out of all ship transits, in brackets.

Swiftsure Bank inbound and outbound slowdown trial

The combined participation rate in the new inbound and outbound ship slowdown trial at Swiftsure
Bank is 79% – an increase of 2% since our last report on participation. We're very pleased to see
participation rates at Swiftsure Bank continue to grow and we thank all ship operators for
continuing to slow down to the target speed for their vessel class.

Haro Strait and Boundary Pass slowdown

Since our last newsletter, participation in the Haro Strait and Boundary Pass slowdown has
increased from 89% to an overall participation rate of 92%. Thank you to all of the participating
organizations across the marine transportation industry, and the BC Coast Pilots, for helping us
achieve this strong start to the season.

Lateral displacement in the Strait of Juan de Fuca
Participation in the Strait of Juan de Fuca lateral displacement has remained exceptionally strong
this season, at a perfect 100%! We extend our sincere thanks to all tug operators for making the
effort to move south away from the whales and spend more than half of their time in either the
inshore lateral displacement zone or outbound shipping lane.

Whale sighting highlight

A member of the J-Pod passing by Lime Kiln Lighthouse in Haro Strait on June 28, 2022
Photo: Jeanne Hyde

Collaborator spotlight: Jeanne Hyde

If you enjoy the stunning shots of southern resident killer whales featured in our newsletters, you
can thank Jeanne Hyde – one of the ECHO Program's trusted marine mammal observers and a
valued contributor of nature photography. Since 2018, Jeanne has played an instrumental role in the
program by watching and listening to whale presence off the coast of San Juan Island, which
provides our team with invaluable data about the whereabouts of southern resident killer whales.
Jeanne first began whale watching in 2004, driven by her fascination with the complex social lives
of southern resident killer whales. "They are more like us than many realize," Jeanne says, "They are
families and friends that share, help, and look out for one other. . . This is what drives me to
continue to share my stories, from my eyes and images, of these whales."
Stay tuned for more of Jeanne's photography throughout the season, and join us in thanking her for
the important work she does to help support the recovery of southern resident killer whales.

Stay up to date on the ECHO Program
Throughout the season, we will continue to share bi-weekly newsletter updates on participation
rates in the ECHO Program's voluntary initiatives, and other relevant news. If you were forwarded
this email and would like to subscribe, click here.
If you have any questions about the ECHO Program and its 2022 voluntary initiatives, please email
us at echo@portvancouver.com.
Best regards,
The ECHO Program
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