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UPDATED DOCUMENT PACKAGE – VFPA PER NO. 19-092  
August 10, 2020 

VANCOUVER FRASER PORT 
AUTHORITY 
100 The Pointe, 999 Canada Place 
Vancouver, BC  V6C 3T4 

ATTENTION: Spencer Chaisson, Environmental Coordinator 
 

REFERENCE: Proposed Barge Ramp on proposed VFPA Lease Lands 
adjacent to 2320 / 2340 Rogers Avenue, Coquitlam, BC 

 

Dear Mr. Chaisson, 

On behalf of BD Hall Constructors Corp. (Hall), we are pleased to present a revised set of documents 
to support Hall’s application for VFPA approval to construct a shore-access barge ramp within 
VFPA foreshore and water lease areas.     

We recognize and appreciate the time and effort that your team has expended to date reviewing 
the preliminary designs and supporting documentation.  Similarly, we recognize and appreciate 
the time and effort expended by Indigenous groups, nearby marine users, nearby property owners, 
third parties, and other regulators such as DFO and Transport Canada.   

Hall’s project team has worked hard to consider and address the feedback from Indigenous groups, 
all regulators, and all other stakeholders.  We are pleased to highlight the following key project 
changes: 

• The fill and rip-rap deck that was proposed to be placed below the high-water mark has 
been eliminated and replaced by a fully pile-supported deck structure.  This substantially 
reduces aquatic habitat losses and the potential hazards to fish travelling in shallow waters 
in the vicinity of the deck abutment.  This also reduces the risk of scour in the vicinity of 
the deck abutment.  

• The in-water sheet piling and associated capital and maintenance dredging that was 
contemplated during interim design changes (early 2020) have been eliminated.  Again, 
this substantially reduces the aquatic habitat losses and scouring risks.  

• The Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and Habitat Assessment 
report have been revised to address concerns raised by Indigenous groups, including 
potential risks to White Sturgeon habitat, and potential acoustic risks to marine mammals.  
We have also provided VFPA with detailed written responses to the comments received 
from Indigenous groups. 
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• The Archaeological Overview Assessment (AOA) has been substantially revised to reflect 
the updated project design and to address comments raised by Indigenous groups.  
Additional desktop studies were conducted (a collaborative field visit with Indigenous 
groups was not practical given COVID-19 concerns), and a Change Find Procedure (CFP) has 
been developed.  

• Significant beach habitat improvements are proposed to offset the remaining habitat 
losses.  When compared to the offsetting plan that was contemplated during the interim 
design changes (early 2020), the revised plan results in a smaller loss of VFPA’s productive 
industrial lands, eliminates the excavation work and ongoing maintenance that would 
have been necessary for a constructed wetland, and reduces the risk of associated 
archaeological disturbances.   

• The deck, ramp, and scow mooring dolphins/pilings have been reoriented so that a scow, 
when moored, will sit parallel to the river flow.  This change was made to minimize 
obstructions to other marine users, reduce stresses on the project infrastructure, reduce the 
risk of scour below the scow mooring area, and eliminate the need for dredging.   

• The new orientation will also ensure that the end of the scow, when moored, will not extend 
as far south toward the navigation channel.  Again, this change was made to minimize 
obstructions to other marine users.  

• Preliminary hydrotechnical reviews have been conducted to assess scouring and 
sedimentation risks.  Hall has accepted the recommendations and will actively monitor 
and report on scouring during the first year of operation.  Mitigative measures will be 
implemented following the monitoring, if required, in consultation with VFPA.  Hall will 
also operate the facility in a manner that reduces scour risks (e.g. avoid mooring fully 
loaded scows during low low-water). 

In our opinion, these changes have resulted in a substantially improved project.   We trust that this 
updated document package provides the information required at this time.  If you have any 
questions, or require additional clarification, please contact the undersigned.  
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