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Centerm Expansion Project Newsletter  
December 2021  
You are receiving this email because you signed up to receive updates about the Centerm Expansion Project and 
South Shore Access Project. 

Happy holidays! 
Warmest wishes for a wonderful and safe holiday season and a happy new year from all of us at the Vancouver 
Fraser Port Authority. 
  

  
 

What to expect this month   
This month, work on the terminal and on the south shore continues.   
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Pictured: View of the rail tracks and the eastern expansion area. The container operations  
facility, new truck gates, and Heatley Avenue overpass are visible 

Road work – Where to enter the port this month 

Commissioner Street entrance 

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles 

 Primary access for all commercial trucks (including non-Port Pass holders) 

Clark Drive overpass 

 Only entrance for visitors driving passenger vehicles without Port Passes   

 Open to Port Pass holders with commercial straight trucks (five-tons maximum)  

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles 

 Closed to semi-trailer, container and dump trucks 

Heatley Avenue overpass – Permanently closed to vehicle traffic  

 Heatley Avenue overpass is currently only accessible to pedestrians and cyclists with a valid Port Pass 
(entering and exiting port lands) until February 2022 at the latest, and could be closed at any time. 
Advance notice will be given to pedestrians and cyclists. Access will then be through the Clark Drive 
overpass. 

To exit the port: 

 All vehicle traffic west of Rogers Street – port authority maintenance, CXP, DP World (including container, 
commercial, semi-trailer and dump trucks) must use the new Centennial Road overpass   

 All vehicle traffic east of Rogers Street – Rogers Sugar/Lantic, Alliance Grain Terminal (AGT) and 
Vanterm (including container, commercial, semi-trailer and dump trucks) must use the Low Road, south 
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lane underneath the new Centennial Road overpass exiting at either Clark Drive or Commissioner 
Street   

Stewart Street / Clark Drive intersection – Roundabout now active 

How to use your turn signals in a roundabout: 

 If you’re turning right, you need to signal to the right before you enter the roundabout 

 If you’re heading straight through the roundabout, there’s no need to signal 

 If you’re turning left, signal to the left before you enter the roundabout 

 
What NOT to do in a roundabout:  

 Never stop in a roundabout unless traffic conditions require it 

 Never pull over inside a roundabout; only pull over for emergency vehicles before entering or after exiting 
a roundabout 

Centennial Road overpass 

 Port road users can expect intermittent staged alternating lane closures during working hours on the 
overpass  

 The overpass will remain open during construction to allow access to Centerm Terminal 

 Signage and flaggers are in place to minimize delays and direct traffic, and pedestrians will continue to 
have access 

Download the PortVan eHub app 

Download the PortVan eHub app to keep up to date on port roadway detours and road closures. 
 

Project progress update 

On-the-terminal work – Truck gates update 

Work is progressing quickly on the new truck gates on terminal. A specialized crew from Europe is here to 
commission the new gates, and we anticipate that these truck gates will be fully operational in early spring 2022. 

On-the-terminal work – Western expansion area update 

Work is progressing well at the western end of the terminal. Utility work, paving, and construction of the runway 
extensions for the rubber-tire gantry cranes is coming together nicely. Rubber-tire gantry cranes are existing 
cranes at Centerm, and as part of the project, we are extending the runways both to the west and east to increase 
DP World’s container storage capacity.     
 
Construction of the rail-mounted gantry crane beams is nearly complete. We expect to have the rail-mounted 
gantry cranes and quay cranes fully operational early in the new year. 

Celebrating the arrival of the new cranes at the terminal   
Take a look at a new video featuring the delivery and installation of two new quay cranes and five new rail-
mounted cranes at the Centerm Terminal, an important milestone on the project! The cranes, brought in by vessel 
from China, arrived at the terminal during a three-month period this summer.  
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Maplewood Marine Restoration Project recognized for excellence in 
remediation and restoration  

Last month, the Maplewood Marine Restoration Project was recognized for excellence at the Environmental 
Managers Association of British Columbia’s (EMA) annual awards gala.    
 
These awards, given to members of the EMA, celebrate outstanding achievements in the field of environmental 
management. The project, which was completed this past summer, won awards in the Remediation and 
Restoration category, which celebrates outstanding work in the investigation and remediation and/or restoration 
for the environmental improvement of a site under federal or provincial jurisdiction. 
 
The Habitat Enhancement team at port authority, alongside the Tsleil-Waututh Nation were presented with this 
award at the virtual gala a few weeks ago.  
 
Congratulations to all the teams that have contributed to this achievement on the project! 
 
About the project 
The Maplewood Marine Restoration Project, located in Burrard Inlet along the north shore was identified as a 
restoration priority by the Tsleil-Waututh Nation. The project is being built in part as the fisheries habitat offsetting 
site for the Centerm Expansion Project and South Shore Access Project. 
 



Vancouver Fraser Port Authority 
Centerm newsletter – December 2021 
 
 

2021-12-09 Page 5 of 6 

 
 
Pictured:  Eelgrass habitat transplanted in to the 
Maplewood site 

 
Pictured: Aerial photo of the Maplewood site at project 
completion 

Project receives permit extension   
At the end of November, the Centerm Expansion Project received a permit extension for one year, extending the 
existing permit until April 30, 2023. 
 
Without the extension, the project permit from the port authority would have expired on April 30, 2022. While 
construction is progressing well, we requested to extend the permit to allow flexibility to complete some 
construction activities.  
  
The port authority’s Project and Environmental Review (PER) process reviewed the request; and as part of this 
permit amendment process, a notice was posted on the Impact Assessment Agency (IAA) website and a 30-day 
public comment period was held from October 15 to November 14, 2021. During this time, the public was invited 
to provide feedback on the permit amendment request. No feedback was received during the public comment 
period. Once that public comment period closed, the project was awarded a permit extension. 

Photo gallery 

 
 
Pictured: Metal beams being lifted onto the roof of the 
new truck gates 

 
 
Pictured: Line painting on terminal, part of the work 
underway for the new truck gates     
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Pictured: Future terminal staff parking area in the 
eastern expansion 
 

 
 
Pictured: View of the intermodal yard and south 
access road on terminal 

About the projects   
The port authority is building the Centerm Expansion Project and South Shore Access Project to help meet 
anticipated near-term demand for containers shipped through the Port of Vancouver. The projects include a new 
overpass for Centennial Road, making Waterfront Road a continuous road along the south shore of the harbour, 
and a reconfiguration and expansion of the Centerm terminal. 

CXP is completing the construction work on these projects. 

 

 

Centerm: Current view 
 
 

 
 

 

Centerm: Rendering of view 
following construction completion 
 
 

Contact us 
If you’re not already on our distribution list, we encourage you to sign up to receive regular updates on these 
projects. You can subscribe here. 
 
Website: portvancouver.com/centerm-expansion 
 
For enquiries related to construction, contact CXP at 604.910.5785 or zstrand@cxp-jv.com. 
 
For enquiries related to the projects, contact the port authority at 604.665.9563 or 
centerm.expansion@portvancouver.com.  


