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Centerm Expansion Project Newsletter  
July 2021  
You are receiving this email because you signed up to receive updates about the Centerm Expansion Project and 
South Shore Access Project. 

What to expect this month   
This month, work on the terminal, in the water, and on the south shore continues.   

 

Pictured: Bird’s eye view of the western side of the new Centennial Road overpass     

Road work - Where to enter the port this month 

Commissioner Street entrance 

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles 

 Open to all commercial trucks (including non-Port Pass holders) 

Clark Drive overpass 

 Entrance for visitors driving passenger vehicles without Port Passes (relocated from Heatley Avenue) 

 Open to Port Pass holders with commercial straight trucks (five-tons maximum)  

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles 

 Closed to semi-trailer, container, and dump trucks 

Heatley Avenue overpass 

 Closed to all commercial vehicles, regardless of access permissions. Please use Commissioner Street 
entrance 

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles until August 2021 

 Restricted access to DP World, Centennial Expansion Partners (CXP) office, and the port authority 
maintenance facility (no access to Lantic/Rogers Street). Drivers must have a valid Port Pass  
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 The Heatley Avenue overpass outbound lane closed to all traffic on July 4, 2021. Only the inbound 
lane will remain open for traffic such as passenger vehicles and will be permanently closed in August 
2021. 

 Heatley Avenue overpass will remain accessible to pedestrians and cyclists with a valid port pass 
(entering and exiting port lands) 

 
To exit the port: 

 All vehicle traffic west of Rogers Street – port authority maintenance, CXP, DP World (including container, 
commercial, semi-trailer, and dump trucks) must use the new Centennial Road overpass exiting at 
either Clark Drive or Commissioner Street 

 All vehicle traffic east of Rogers Street – Rogers Sugar/Lantic, Alliance Grain Terminal (AGT) and 
Vanterm (including container, commercial, semi-trailer, and dump trucks) must use the low road 
underneath the new Centennial Road overpass (Low Road) exiting at either Clark Drive or 
Commissioner Street 

Stewart Street overpass 

 The Stewart Street overpass returned to two lane traffic flow on June 13, 2021 with one lane 
eastbound and one lane westbound  

Stewart Street – west of Clark Drive 

 Single-lane alternating traffic may be in place periodically between the Clark Drive overpass and Rogers 
Street to facilitate ongoing construction activities 

 Please adhere to traffic flagger direction and traffic signage 

Centennial Road 

 The new Centennial Road overpass opened on July 4, 2021 

 Port road users can expect intermittent staged alternating lane closures during working hours on 
Centennial Road 

 Lanes will remain open during construction to allow access to Centerm terminal 
 Signage and flaggers are in place to minimize delays and direct traffic, and pedestrians will continue to 

have access 

Download the PortVan eHub app 
 
Download the PortVan eHub app to keep up to date on port roadway detours and road closures. 
 

Project progress update 

On-the-terminal work 
Work on the rail beam for the new electric rail-mounted gantry cranes was completed earlier this month in order to 
accommodate the arrival of the new cranes.  
 
The second phase of construction for the north yard reconfiguration is now underway. It should be completed and 
handed over to the terminal operator, DP World, later this summer.  
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Western expansion 
We are continuing to remove the preload for new terminal utilities and paving in the western expansion area this 
month. Work on berth 6 was completed in June, just in time for the arrival of the vessel transporting the new 
electric rail-mounted gantry cranes. 

New cranes at Centerm  
The five new rail-mounted gantry cranes, purchased by DP World as part of the terminal expansion project, 
arrived in Vancouver last week. The vessel carrying the cranes left Shanghai, China in mid-June and crossed the 
Pacific Ocean in about two weeks.  
 
These new cranes have now been installed in their new location on the terminal, and will be ready to load 
containers on rail cars within the Centerm terminal by the end of the year.   
 

 
 
Pictured: Vessel transporting the new rail-mounted gantry cranes arriving in the Inner Harbour  

Centennial Road overpass now open  
On July 4, 2021 the Centennial Road overpass officially opened to container truck traffic. During the last few 
weeks of June, construction crews worked around the clock to ensure  that the overpass would be ready to 
welcome the first trucks.   
 
Building the new overpass took more than two years of preparation and construction, and included relocating 
many utilities, rail track protection work to create a detour during construction, and building the new elevated 
structure in a busy and narrow road corridor. Not an easy feat, but with the collaboration of the project and 
construction teams, many stakeholders, the trucking community and Indigenous groups, we achieved this 
milestone!   
 
The new Centennial Road overpass eliminates road and rail conflicts along Stewart Street and Centennial Road,  
improving port roads, thereby reducing travel delays and congestion for port users and businesses.  
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Construction to the east, west and under the new overpass will continue for many months, and traffic impacts to 
trucks and vehicles on port roads can be expected during that time. 
 

 
 
Pictured: First trucks on the new Centennial Road overpass 
 

Flyover video of the Centennial Road overpass construction  
Construction for the Centennial Road overpass was completed earlier this month, and the new overpass is now 
open to truck traffic. Watch a new flyover video, featuring a bird’s-eye view of the first trucks on the overpass. 

Demolition of the Heatley Avenue overpass underway 
In early July we began the staged demolition of the Heatley Avenue overpass.  
 
The Heatley Avenue overpass permanently closed to outbound vehicle traffic on July 4, 2021. Only the inbound 
lane remains open for traffic such as passenger vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclists entering port lands. This traffic 
pattern change on the Heatley Avenue overpass coincides with the recent opening of the new Centennial Road 
overpass.  
   
During the first two stages of stage of demolition, pedestrian, and cyclist access will be maintained on the 
overpass in order to allow for port pass holders to access port lands.  
 
On August 1, 2021, the Heatley Avenue overpass will be permanently closed to all vehicle traffic. The entire 
overpass will be demolished by spring 2022. 
 
For more information, see the notification letter on the project website. 
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Pictured: Demolition underway on the north ramp of the Heatley Avenue overpass 

Photo gallery 

 
Pictured: Construction crew finishing up the concrete work 
on the bridge deck 
 

 

Pictured: Western expansion area 
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Pictured: Flyover of the eastern expansion area. 
Construction of the container operations facility is 
progressing well, and is almost complete.  

Pictured: North extension of the container  
operations facility  

About the projects   
The port authority is building the Centerm Expansion Project and South Shore Access Project to help meet 
anticipated near-term demand for containers shipped through the Port of Vancouver. The projects includes a new 
overpass for Centennial Road, making Waterfront Road a continuous road along the south shore of the harbour, 
and a reconfiguration and expansion of the Centerm terminal. 

Construction work on these projects is being done by CXP. 

 

 

Centerm: Current view 
 
 

 
 

 

Centerm: Rendering of view 
following construction completion 
 
 

Contact us 
If you’re not already on our distribution list, we encourage you to sign up to receive regular updates on these 
projects. You can subscribe here. 
 
Website: portvancouver.com/centerm-expansion 
 
For enquiries related to construction, contact CXP at 604.910.5785 or zstrand@cxp-jv.com. 
 
For enquiries related to the projects, contact the port authority at 604.665.9563 or 
centerm.expansion@portvancouver.com.  


