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Centerm Expansion Project Newsletter  
February 2021  
You are receiving this email because you signed up to receive updates about the Centerm Expansion Project and 
South Shore Access Project. 

What to expect this month 

This month, work in the water, on the terminal, and on the south shore continues.   

 

Pictured: Floor to ceiling windows will be installed on the sides of the container operations facility building. 

Road work - Where to enter the port  

Commissioner Street entrance 

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles 

 Open to all commercial trucks (including non-Port Pass holders) 

Clark Drive overpass 

 Entrance for visitors driving passenger vehicles without Port Passes (relocated from Heatley Avenue) 

 Open to Port Pass holders with commercial straight trucks (five-tons maximum)  

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles 

 Closed to semi-trailer, container, and dump trucks 

Heatley Avenue overpass 

 Open to Port Pass holders driving passenger vehicles destined for locations west of Lantic/Rogers facility 

 Restricted access to DP World, Centennial Expansion Partners (CXP) office, and the port authority 
maintenance facility (no access to Lantic/Rogers Street) – Driver must have a valid Port Pass 

 Closed to all commercial vehicles regardless of access permissions. Please use Commissioner Street 
entrance. 
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 All traffic west of Rogers Street, including container commercial trucks, must exit via Heatley Avenue 

 To exit the port, all traffic west of Rogers Street, including container, commercial, semi-trailer and dump 
trucks, must exit the port via Heatley Avenue 

Stewart Street overpass 

 Two-lanes westbound on the overpass until April 2021 

 Closed to eastbound traffic on the overpass 

Stewart Street – West of Clark Drive 

 Single-lane alternating traffic may be in place between the Clark Drive overpass and Rogers Street 

 Westbound traffic only between Rogers Street and Centerm 

 Please adhere to traffic flagger direction and signage 

Centennial Road 

 Port road users can expect staged lane closures during working hours on Centennial Road 

 Lanes will remain open during construction to allow access to Heatley Avenue and Centerm 

 Signage and flaggers are in place to minimize delays and direct traffic, and pedestrians will continue to 

have access. 

Download the PortVan eHub app 

Download the PortVan eHub app to keep up to date with all the traffic detours for the port and road closures. 

Project progress update 

Marine work  

The preload settlement in the eastern expansion area is completed and is currently being moved to infill the area 
around the perimeter of the original Ballantyne Pier.  
 
Infilling and preload placement in the western expansion area was completed in December 2020 and ground 
densification is underway behind the caissons. Ground densification behind the caissons is required in order to 
support the new south quay crane leg, which will run along a new concrete beam and rail. 

On-the-terminal work 

At the beginning of February, we delivered four additional improved refrigerated container towers to DP World. 
We have now delivered eight out of 12 refrigerated container towers to the terminal.  
 
Refrigerated container towers are used to provide electricity to refrigerated containers that hold perishable goods.   

Celebrating the completion of the Ballantyne Pier demolition 

Last month, we reached another major project milestone as we completed the demolition of the pier structure and 
buildings at Ballantyne Pier. The Ballantyne heritage building, a City of Vancouver registered historic building, is 
currently being retrofitted into a new operations facility for the terminal operator, DP World.  
 
Ballantyne Pier, located on the east side of Centerm, was originally built in the 1920s as a cargo pier with four 
sheds used for freight handling and storage.  
 
In the 1990s, Ballantyne Pier was renovated to create a cruise ship terminal. Only one of the original buildings 
remained intact during the renovation, the Ballantyne heritage building. The front façade of this heritage building 
will be repurposed into an office building for the terminal operator. The cruise ship terminal officially closed in 
2014.  

https://portvancouver.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ajldtjy-l-n/
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Did you know? 

 Over the past year, as part of the project, approximately 30,000 cubic metres of concrete have been 
demolished and removed from the Ballantyne Pier 

 The original 1920s pier structure was beneath a two-to-three foot thick concrete slab that was cast in the 
1990s when the pier was renovated. The slab was heavily reinforced with bars as thick as two inches in 
diameter, making demolition difficult at times 

 Demolished reinforcing steel is recycled and the concrete rubble is processed for re-use on site, following 
strict environmental requirements 

 
The historical photos below show the original Ballantyne structures, which include piles and trusses that have 
been demolished.  
 

 
Pictured: Catalyst vessel berthed at Ballantyne Pier 
Shed 1, 1935. We will be using the façade pictured in 
the new operations facility, along with the original 
concrete columns and slab of the pier shed.   

 
Pictured: Aerial view of Ballantyne Pier, 1945. 
 

 
Pictured: Ballantyne Pier Shed 4 and Shed 1, 1970.  

 
Pictured: Construction of the original pier deck 
trusses, with the original piles underneath, 1920s. 

Update on the Centennial Road overpass construction  

Construction of the Centennial Road overpass, part of the South Shore Access Project, is ongoing. Substructure 
work for the piers is continuing and progressing well. All sixteen columns have been poured.  
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At the beginning of February, the first three spans of concrete beams that provide support for the bridge deck of 
the Centennial Road overpass, known as girders, were installed along Stewart Street. This activity took place 
over three consecutive nights and the girders were placed into position using large mobile cranes. It was 
impressive to see! 
 
Interesting facts 

 Girder lengths vary from 27 to 42.5 metres 

 Girder weights vary from approximately 60,000 to 80,000 kilograms  

 The girders were transported by a single, heavy-haul, low-bed truck with a rear steering dolly, 11 axles, 
and a total of 42 tires 

 The truck transporting the girders was escorted through the City of Vancouver by several pilot vehicles 
and the Vancouver Police Department  
  

 
 

Pictured: A large flatbed truck transporting one of the 

girders to the site. 

 
 

Pictured: The first girder span being installed with 

cranes. 

2020, what a year! 

Looking back on 2020, so much was accomplished on the Centerm Expansion Project and South Shore Access 
Project, during a worldwide pandemic no less.  
 
The extraordinary circumstances of COVID-19 affected many aspects of the project, however we have been able 
to safely continue to make significant progress to expand the west and east sides of the terminal, reconfigure the 
container yard, build a new operations facility, and construct a new overpass near the Rogers Sugar building. 
“This past year brought on so many complex challenges on the project, and I am proud to say that together with 
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the project contractor and port tenants, we are making great progress to deliver this very important project for 
Canadians”, says Gilles Assier, director, container terminal construction.  
 
Here are just a few of major project milestones to celebrate:  

 Canada is about 10 hectares larger as new land was created in the west and the east sides of the 
terminal 

 Two new caissons for the berth extension were built, delivered, and installed at the terminal 

 Substructure construction work for the new Centennial Road overpass is underway along Stewart Street 

 Hundreds of metres of trenches have been dug and filled with various size ducts 

 Large amounts of crushed concrete have been reused into new construction areas 

 Soil densification in many areas of the project is now completed  

 Several utilities have been relocated   

 Construction on the container operations facility in the eastern expansion area is progressing well, with 
exterior walls and a roof on the building nearly complete   

 Eight refrigerated container towers have been improved and moved to their new locations on the terminal 
using the biggest cranes available in B.C.  

 A large portion of the new rail-mounted gantry crane rail beam on the terminal was installed 

 Construction of the Maplewood Marine Restoration Project is complete, and eelgrass transplanting 
activity will continue this year 

 

 
 
Pictured: New refrigerated container towers at DP World. 
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Photo gallery 

 
Pictured: Aerial view of the pier construction for the new 
Centennial Road overpass. 

 
 
Pictured: Pier columns along Stewart Street.  
  

 
 
Pictured: Some preload in the western expansion area 
was released and pushed forward (north) in order to infill 
the area closed off by the new dyke. New caissons at 
the berth face are also visible. 
 

 
Pictured: View from inside the container operations 
facility. 

About the projects   

The port authority is building the Centerm Expansion Project and South Shore Access Project to help meet 
anticipated near-term demand for containers shipped through the Port of Vancouver. The projects includes a new 
overpass for Centennial Road, making Waterfront Road a continuous road along the south shore of the harbour, 
and a reconfiguration and expansion of the Centerm terminal. 
 

The projects are being delivered by CXP. 
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Centerm: Current view 

 
 

Centerm: Rendering of view 

following construction 

completion 

 
 

Contact us 

If you have not already done so, please sign up to receive regular updates on these projects. You can subscribe 
here. 
 
Website: portvancouver.com/centerm-expansion 
 
For enquiries related to construction, contact CXP at 604.910.5785 or zstrand@cxp-jv.com. 
 
For enquiries related to the projects, contact the port authority at 604.665.9563 or 
centerm.expansion@portvancouver.com.  

https://portvancouver.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ajldtjy-l-c/
https://portvancouver.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ajldtjy-l-q/
mailto:zstrand@cxp-jv.com
mailto:Centerm.expansion@portvancouver.com

