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Description, location and size

The Vancouver Fraser Port Authority and the 

Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation, in 

collaboration with Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-

Waututh Nations, worked together to restore habitat 

in New Brighton Park. The New Brighton Park 

Shoreline Habitat Restoration Project was completed 

in summer 2017, successfully restoring fish and 

wildlife habitat in Burrard Inlet, and increasing public 

access to nature. 

This project is located in New Brighton Park, along 

the south side of Burrard Inlet and west of the 

Ironworkers Memorial Bridge, in east Vancouver. It 

has resulted in the restoration and enhancement of 

approximately two hectares of intertidal, subtidal, 

instream and riparian habitat. An extensive planting 

program was completed at the site, including 

installation of approximately 25,000 salt marsh plugs, 

200 native trees and 4,000 coastal shrubs. 

New Brighton Park Shoreline Habitat Restoration Project

Post-construction (May 2018)Pre-construction (September 2016)

Looking northeast, with the constructed tidal wetland 
in the foreground (May 2018)
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Project recognition 

In 2018, the Project received a gold rating under the Stewardship Centre for B.C.’s Green Shores® for Coastal 

Development program, which demonstrates the highest possible achievement of project environmental goals 

and leadership in shoreline stewardship. This gold rating is based on a number of factors including excellence in 

rehabilitation of coastal habitat, innovation and climate change adaptation.

This project was also selected as a finalist for the 2018 Environmental Managers Association of British 

Columbia’s Environmental Management Awards, and was a featured presentation regarding port cities and thriving 

environments at the 16th Annual World Conference of Cities and Ports.

Project rationale

The site was selected based on its potential to benefit a 

broad range of fish and wildlife species, and to increase 

the overall ecological function of the area.

The Project successfully restored tidal influence to this 

area of Burrard Inlet for the first time since the 1960s. 

As juvenile salmon from the Indian and Seymour rivers 

have been known to experience high mortality when they 

migrate through Burrard Inlet, this restored salt marsh 

provides critical habitat for juvenile fish and wildlife, such 

as shorebirds, songbirds and waterfowl. 

Juvenile salmon using the created wetland during the second 
spring season after connection to Burrard Inlet (May 2018)

For more information
Please visit portvancouver.com/habitatenhancement or email habitat.enhancement@portvancouver.com. 

Status and next steps

Project construction was completed in summer 2017. 

Juvenile chum, coho and Chinook salmon have been 

observed using the tidal wetland as a stopover on their 

way through Burrard Inlet every spring since project 

completion. 

As is the case with all Habitat Enhancement Program 

projects, annual monitoring is completed by biologists and 

coastal engineers to ensure the wetland habitat meets its 

biophysical objectives. Protective fencing is anticipated to 

remain in place for the first few growing seasons to deter 

Canada geese from feeding on the salt marsh plantings, 

and to allow the native vegetation to successfully 

establish within the wetland.

Viewing deck at sunset (June 2018) 
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