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Outcomes: 

 
•  A Better Understanding of the Risk Perception of Marine Shipping 

in Canada 

•  Regional Impact on Frequency and Trends of Commercial 
Marine Shipping Accidents in Canada 

•  The Potential of Marine Shipping Data as an additional Safety 
Layer 



Overview: 
•  Clear Seas - Who we are / How we work  

•  Angus Reid Institute Poll 

•  CCA Consensus Report: 

 “Commercial Marine Shipping Accidents:  
     Understanding the Risks in Canada” 

•  Marine Data Workshop: 

 “Better Decision Making through  

    Maritime Traffic Monitoring & Modelling” 

 



Clear Seas: Who We Are 

•  Independent, not-for-profit organization based in Vancouver 
with national mandate to promote safe and sustainable 
shipping  

•  Provide impartial, evidence-based research and information 
related to all aspects of safe and sustainable shipping 

operations in Canadian waters 

•  Facilitate dialogue, share best practices, recommend policy 
alternatives, advocate for safe and sustainable marine shipping 



Engage 
•  Coastal 

Communities 

•  Indigenous 
Groups 

•  Government 

Agencies 

•  NGO’s 

•  Shipping Industry 

•  Academia 

 

Research 

•  Independent 

•  Transparent 

•  Risks & Benefits 

•  Best Practices 

•  Prevention 

•  Preparedness 

•  Response 

Advocate 

•  Improved Policies 

•  Safe Marine 

Shipping 

•  Sustainable 

Marine Shipping 

•  Best-in-Class 
Safety Regime 



Our History 
•  Established in 2014 after consultation with coastal communities, 

Aboriginal groups, marine shipping sector, port authorities, NGOs, 
and other stakeholders 

•  Created to meet demand for independent voice about safe and 
sustainable marine shipping operations in Canada 

•  Mandate is to provide unbiased research, advocate for world-
leading best practices, and engage with communities and 
stakeholders affected by marine shipping 



Angus Reid / Clear Seas Poll 

•  Purpose: establish a benchmark of Canadians’ attitudes 
concerning marine shipping 

•  Conducted mid-March with 2,300 Canadians 

•  Full poll results found at clearseas.org 



Poll: Key Findings 

•  Majority of Canadians (86%) described their overall view of the marine 
shipping industry as “positive” 

•  Most Canadians have confidence in existing oversight mechanisms to 
ensure industry safety (but have concerns that not enough attention is 

paid to them) 

•  Canadians’ top three concerns: potential oil spills (67%), potential fuel 
spills (61%) and water pollution (59%) 







… But Not Enough Oversight and Enforcement 



Key Research Projects 

Council of Canadian Academies  

•  “Commercial Marine Shipping Accidents: 
Understanding the Risks in Canada” (released April 
28) 

•  “Social and Economic Value of Commercial 

Marine Shipping in Canada” (spring 2017) 



“Current gaps in data and 
research limit the degree to 
which Canada’s commercial 
marine shipping risks can be 
fully understood and 
measured. For risks to be 
better characterized by stage 
of shipping or by cargo type, 
data are needed on the 
causes, the stages at which 
incidents or accidents occur, 
and the frequency of 
shipments by cargo type and 
region.” 

“Commercial Marine Shipping Accidents: 
Understanding the Risks in Canada”!



CCA - Risk Study: Regions considered 
 



CCA - Risk Study: Shipping Activities  
 



CCA - Risk Study: Incidents and Accidents 
 



CCA - Risk Study: Incidents and Accidents 
 



CCA - Risk Study: Incidents and Accidents 
 



CCA - Risk Study: Incidents and Accidents 
 



CCA - Risk Study:  Impacts 



Risk Report: Key findings 

•  Marine shipping risks in Canada are largely mitigated by 
regulations, safety protocols /practices and navigation 
technologies 

•  Better-quality marine shipping data is needed to improve 
understanding of incidents and accidents  

•  Further research is needed to address gaps in marine shipping risks 

•  Industry’s social licence to operate is influenced by public 
satisfaction with response measures 



Risk Report: Building Social Licence 

Report looked at importance of feedback loop to influence social 
licence to operate (risk perception): 

•  Uncontrollable factors: weather, tides, geography … 

•  Shipping activity: all stages of shipping 

•  Controllable factors: vessel condition, congestion, cargo type … 

•  Prevention and risk mitigation: response measures, regulations, 
insurance, training, inspections … 





Clear Seas: Workshop 



Building International Relationships 



Building Consensus 



Safe and Sustainable Marine Shipping: 

What does it take? 

•  Listening to concerns of communities and stakeholders 

•  Facilitating impartial, fact-based research 

•  Sharing our ideas, experiences and best practices 

•  Engaging in open, informed and constructive dialogue 

•  Speaking as one voice to encourage change (policy, 

protocols …) 



www.clearseas.org 

@clearseasorg 


